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elevated mass which encircled Thibet. There was at the present time a great 
highway traversed by mules between Bhamo and the Yang-tse. There was 
some reason to believe that an English establishment existed -at Bhamo in 
former days. He believed that the Chinese authorities would not oppose the 
removal of restrictions to intercourse across the Indian frontier, if' it were 
urged by our own Government. 

Sir Arthur Cotton said that it would be clearly seen that the principal 
objections which had been brought against his route were only supposed to 
exist. His proposition was to go and see whether they did exist. He hoped 
that persons would not be stopped by imaginary difficulties. It was a mistake 
to state that Se-chuen was a miserable province. On the contrary, it was 
a magnificent country, with a population of ten or twenty millions. If we 
could once enter the Yangtse-Kiang we should have all China at our feet. It 
conducted us into the very heart of the empire. He only proposed at present 
that we should explore the country between the Yang-tse and the Burham- 
pooter. 

The President congratulated the Society on the discussion of this evening. 
Nearly all who had spoken acknowledged the importance of establishing, if 
practicable, a communication as had been indicated by the author of the 
paper, whilst all agreed in thinking that the suggestion for an exploration of 
the country between the great empires of India and China was worthy of 
encouragement. 



3. Notes of a Journey to the North-west of Pehin. By Jones Lampeey, 

Esq., M.D., F.R.G.S. 

The northern provinces of China were not open to English travellers 
until the autumn after signing the Treaty of Peace in 1860, and the 
restrictions were removed gradually; permission to make excursions 
into Manchuria, Shansi, and Shantung, not being granted before the 
spring of 1862. The facilities for travelling are abundant ; the 
country is everywhere traversed by tolerable roads, there are excel- 
lent Tartar ponies, an abundance of mule-carts, and innumerable 
inns, although these, in remote places, give sometimes very inferior 
accommodation. Dr. Lamprey left Pekin on his journey to investi- 
gate the productions, methods of tillage, manufactures and customs 
of the country to the westward, on the 23rd October, 1861. In 
many of the towns and villages passed through, he was the first 
European that had been seen by the inhabitants. But he was 
generally treated with civility, and opportunities were afforded 
him of pursuing his investigations. Throughout the rural districts 
a small line of unploughed land, about a foot wide, was the only 
boundary between the properties of neighbours, so that the absence 
of conspicuous boundary lines was a peculiar feature of the landscape 
in the level country which extends from Pekin to the Shi-Shan or 
Western Mountains. The road sometimes led through thick planta- 
tions of pear, apple, peach, poplar, and other large timber trees, all 
planted in regular rows ; the villages were surrounded each by a 
mud wall and ditch, and some of the towns had well-built crenelated 
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walls. On the 28th he crossed the Lu-Lee-Ho Eiver, flowing from 
the north, and on the 1st of November arrived at the famous 
Buddhist temple of Shan-Fong-Shan in the mountains, which he 
described in his paper with great detail. In the neighbourhood of 
the temple he was entertained in the most hospitable manner by a 
Chinese gentleman who owned landed property in the neighbour- 
hood, and who had introduced himself to the traveller with open- 
hearted frankness. Under the guidance of his host he made 
several excursions and investigated the marble quarries and farm- 
ing operations of the vicinity ; cotton and tobacco were here culti- 
vated. The marble quarried here was conveyed to Pekin ; and Dr. 
Lamprey saw several carts starting on their journey, surmounted 
by the yellow flag, which showed they were in the Imperial 
service. On reaching the Mausolea of the Emperors of the Tsing 
dynasty the mandarin in command refused him permission to visit 
the tombs, but allowed him to ascend a hill which overlooked them, 
from which he distinguished the six great tombs of Shuncbi, 
Kanghi (17th century), Yung-Ching, Kien-Lung, and Kia-King 
(18th century), and Tan-Kwang, who ascended the throne in 1821. 
On the 6th November the traveller reached Powting-Foo, a clean 
and flourishing city, where he stayed two days. On the following 
days the weather became severely cold, and violent dust-storms 
overtook the party on the high road; on the 9th the journey 
terminated by their arrival at Tien-tsin. 

The paper will be published at greater length in the ' Journal,' 
vol. xxxvii. 

Besides the suite of the Due de Leuchtenberg, including the celebrated 
mineralogist General Kokscharof, formerly the associate of Sir Roderick 
Murchison in his exploration of Russia, and the distinguished French savant 
M. de Cloizeaux, the meeting was attended by a number of young Japanese 
gentlemen, who are under the tuition of the Rev. W. V. Lloyd. 

In adjourning the meeting, the President congratulated the Society on the 
termination of a very successful session. 



